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K. G.B. Officers 
Try to Infiltrate 
Antiwar Groups 


By JOHN VINOCUR 

SpMUl»7ta*Nf*Ya>kT)BM 

COPENHAGEN — Over the last two 
yean, the Danish and Swiss govern- 
meats have exposed attempts by osten- 
sible Soviet diplomats, actually K.G.B. 
officers, to influence or buy their way. 
into groups trying to block deployment' 
of new medium-range missiles in West- 
ern Europe. : 

The cases are the best evidence of- 
fered by Western counterintelligence 
officers who believe that the Soviet es-' 
plottage agency's highest priorities in 
Western Europe Include attempts to ex- 
ploit the disarmament movement. 

The counterintelligence experts are 
quick to acknowledge that there are 


Tracking the K.G.B. 

Last of throe articles. 


hundrsdsof thousand* of people who op* 
pose nuclear weapons and are not dupes 
of the K.G.B., of the local Communist 
Party or of the Soviet Union in any way. 

Nowhere is the antinuclear move- 
ment regarded as a creation of Soviet 
policy. Rather, it is seen as an unusual 
target of opportunity for a full range of 
Soviet influence, extending beyond the 
K.G.B. 

But in trying to demonstrate the | 
Soviet efforts convincingly, Western of- 
ficials run into problems. One is a reluc- 
tance to prosecute citizens involved in 
the antinuclear movement — where the 
K.G.B. has been conspicuously present 

— because of risks of domestic political 
backlash, 

In 1981, when the Danish Government 
ousted a Soviet diplomat, identified as a 
major in the K.GJ., for trying to buy a 
place in the debate on nuclear weapons 
here, a Dane was arrested in the case 
but not prosecuted. 

Danish disarmament groups de- 
scribed the whole affair as an attempt 
to defame them. 

Something similar happened in Switz- 
erland this spring. The Government 
dosed the Bern bureau of Novosti, the 
Soviet press-feature agency, threw out 
Its local chief and forced withdrawal of 
a Soviet diplomat it said was the K.G.B. 
officer responsible for overseeing No* 
vosti's local operations. 
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The Swiss explanation for the action 
was that the Novosti staff had grossly 
interfered in Swiss affairs, notably the i 

inHtmrlMr movement. ) 

However, two Swiss citizens were not 
charged although they were named Is 
Federal Attorney’s documents as hav- j 

ing assisted Novosti. • 

Excessiv e Reaction Charged [ 


The complaints in Switzerland, which 
is neutral, were the same as those in 
Denmark, which is a member of the At. 
Untie aiHancft. Critics said that the 
Government had overreacted, that its 
case was thin and that th o usands of de- 
cent and loyal ci t ize n s had been tainted 
only because they were activa te disar- 
mament activity. 

Beyond domestic political senstttvi- 
tiee, another problem acknowledged by 
c o mne resp i cnage officials is tee fuzzi- 
ness of Soviet in volvement in what the 
K.GJ3. calls “active measures" — 
operations to create a political -affect 
abroad, as op p osed to collection of te- 
tannattan on weapons, politics and 
technology. 

Last vear in riniBiie i * fi,u> ^ testimo- 
ny, the United StateTcentral Intelli- 
gence Agency acknowledged its diffi- 
culties and echoed those of other West- 
ern intelligence services. 

“Political influence operations are 
tee most important but least under- 
stood of Soviet active measures," it 
said. "They are difficult to trace and to 
deal with because they fall into tee gray 
arses between a legitimate exchange of 
ideas and an active measures opera- 
tion.” 

Last March, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation said in a r epo r t to a Con- 
gressional committee: 

“We do not believe the Soviets have 
achieved a dominant role in tee U. S. 
peace and nuclear freeze movements or 
teat they directly c ontr ol or manipulate 
tee movement. ” 

The F.B.I. added: “It is extremely 
difficult to determine the extent to 
which various peace organizations and 
coalitions are being or 

manipulated by the Soviet Union." 

Key Role tor Local Communists 

In Western Europe, a number of 
counterintelligence officials say that 
tee attempts to exert influence are han- 
dled for the most part by the local Com- 
munist Party. 

Soviet influence an the movements 
does exist, they «ay, but it is often — in 
a Juridical tense — entirely legal. There 
is no reason for K.G.B. agents to tread 
where local Communist Party agents 
can cany out instructions of the Inter- 
n.Hfm .1 Department of the Soviet Com- 
mutest Party** Central Committee — 
tee body in Moscow that also coordi- 
nates the K.G.B. ’s tasks and priorities. 

; An internal briefing paper prepared 
in June by the West German Interior 
Ministry sought to evaluate Soviet Intel- 
ligence involvement with the disarma- 
ment groups. 


* The Barm briefing paper went an: 

* “They have this opportunity because 
they have been allowed into the coordi- 
patiop and pUmtr yjwy uhiatioo^ of tee 

to create an audience and considers- j 
text. All experience shows teat they are 
able to expressly hinder the acceptance 
or dissemination of positions that do not 
tit tee political c o n c ep ti o n of the Soviet 
Union. As a result of the availability of 
the DJCP. ter the advancement of 
Soviet goals in relation to tbs “peace 
movement,* there is no necessity ter the 
direct i ntervent io n of tee Intelligence 
apparatus.** 

Sensitive Topics Manipulated 

There are examples of the West Ger- 
man Interior Ministry’s contention that 
the West German Communists are able 
to block discussion of matters uncom- 
fortable to the Soviet Union. 

In April last year, members of tee 
Green Parry attending the final organi- 
zational making tor a large demonstra- 
tion against President Reagan and 
NATO daring a summit meeting in 
Boon, accused the West German Com- 
munist Party and its friends of domi- 
nating the proceedings. 

United States policy around tee world 
was condemned by the Germans and 
motions against Soviet interference in : 
Poland and Afghanistan were rejected. 

The positions — those to be officially 
supported at the de mo ns tr ation — were 
‘So unbalanced that aome members nf 


own 

The se curi t y agency of tee Nether- 
lands, in a confidential paper prepend 
tor a m eet in g of NATO security officials 
late in 1981, the In tern a t i onal De- 

partment of the Soviet Communist 
Party and the Communist Party of the 
Netherlands in a coordinated effort to 
influence the nuclear attitudes of Dutch 
church groups. 

•Instructions From Moscow* 
Directly dealing with the K.G.B., it 
said, “it is known that K.G.B. officers in 
the Netherlands have received instruc- 
tions from Moscow to promote protests 
against the neutren bomb, but it is diffi- 
cult to ascertain bow they have put 
these instructions into practice. *’ 

The Dutch security agency, however, 
documented a K.G.B. forgery, sent to 
activists, newspapers and politicians 
teat purported to be a U. S. military 


the Green Party said they were ca 

er ^y*<Sd 5 attmd baT vrttetbeir 
banners and or der s of the day. 
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